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To Whom It May Concern : 

We are the Estero Bay Youth Coalition, a group of Del Mar Elementary School, Los Osos Middle 
School, and Morro Bay High School students, along with professional adult community members . Our 
goal is to part icipate in and promote prevention programs that support healthy youth, families, and 
communities. We are writing to express our support for the Morro Bay Community Pool Foundation's 
mission to bring a community Aquatics Center to our community. 

There are many reasons Why an Aquatics Center in Morro Bay would benefit our community. One 
reason is that currently we have to travel out of town to swim in pools located in other communities. 
Another reason is that because we are an ocean town, where people often go to surf, swim and to just 
have fun in the ocean, swimming is an extremely important skill for our youth. Additionally. we are 
confident that an Aquatics Center will help to promote a healthy life style for all community members. 

Many young people in our community have reported having to quit their swim teams due to the long 
distances and the financial burden associated with high fuel prices. If a pool was built in Morro Bay, we 
wouldn't have to drive out of town to swim. This would allow more swim time in the pool and less time in 
the car drivinq to pools . With an Aquatics Center in Morro Bay, our local school swim and water polo 
teams would no longer have to travel for practices and competitions. This would give them more 
practice time. making better athletes and more competitive teams. We believe the pool would provide 
an abundance of healthy. safe and fun activities for kids of all ages to do in their own town. 

Morro Bay is an ocean town, which makes having a pool in our community vital. A pool will prepare kids 
to swim in the ocean safely. Lillian, a forth grade student, said she'd have a lot more fun in the ocean if 
she knew how to swim. The ocean is very salty and cold and can be hard to swim in due to large surf 
and riptides that are often present. Kids even have to worry about dangerous animals in the ocean . If 
we had a pool, we wouldn't need expensive wetsuits like we do for the cold ocean . In addition, an 
Aquatics Genter would have the potential to provide local police and fire personnel with a local training 
facility to leam and practice life saving ocean water rescues. Lifeguards only work at the beach 
part-time during the summer months. A pool would provide lifeguards a year round job which would 
give them the necessary experience to make them better lifeguards. Kids could even learn to be junior 
lifeguards if we had a pool. These are reasons why having a pool in our ocean town is so important. 

A pool would also promote a healthy life style. We could walk or bike to the pool. SWimming is a sport 
lots of people enjoy and it is good for you and your body . It is a good source of fun exercise. Swimming 
naturally helps build muscles in your arms and legs . lt's also healthy for your cardia vascular system 
because swimming exercises your heart and lungs , building stamina at the same time. Also when you 
exercise , you want to eat healthier. Swimming would promote weight management in kids and adults 
alike. More students could part icipate in water sports instead of being bored and doing unhealthy things 
like video games or just hanging out. Swimming is healthy and fun for kids of all ages. 

Whether it is because it's unfair that kids should have to travel out of town to swim in a pool, because 
knowing how to swim is important for kids who live near the ocean , or that swimming helps to promote a 
healthy lifestyle for the youth of Morro Bay, we believe that a community Aquatics Center is exactly what 
is needed in Morro Bay. We hope that you agree and will support the Morro Bay Community Pool 
Foundation! 

Respectfully, 

The Students of the Estero Bay Youth Coalition 


